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Comparison between Oaths and Nedarim etc. 
Ref: Sefer Haflaah

Shvuat Bituy 
(To do with 

past and 
future)

Shvuat Shav
Shvuat 

Hapikadon
(Guarded 

article)

Shvuat 
Haedut

(Witnesses)

s Shvuat 
Hadayanim

(Oath of 
Judges 

Scriptural and 
Rabbinic)

s Shvuat 
Hesset

Neder
(Vow)

Oaths in 
general

Arachim 
and 

Damim

Punishment for 
false declaration 

Malkot if wilful 
(exceptional 
because 
speech is not 
a deed)

Oleh veyored 
if inadvertent

Malkot 
(if wilful) 
(exceptional 
because 
speech is 
not a deed) 
Exempt if 
inadvertent 

If wilful or 
inadvertent 
must pay 
principle and 
bring Asham 
Vaday & (if 
he admits) 
extra 1/5 

Wilful or 
inadvertent – 
Oleh veyored 

Liable for 
false shvuat 
hapikadon

Malkot

Holds Sefer 
Torah when 
taking 
declaration

 

Stands 
while taking 
declaration 

 

Language

Customary 
in lashon 
Hakodesh 
but must be 
understood

Customary 
in lashon 
Hakodesh 
but must be 
understood

Admonition 
 only if 
definite claim

 but 
judges try 
to convince 
them to 
admit to 
avoid oath

Uses Hashem’s 
Main Name

      

Uses Hashem’s 
other Names

      

Amen implies 
accepted

 

Need expression 
and intent

  

Intent of others 
is effective 
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Retracts 
statement 
immediately and 
this is effective 
to release

 

4 Differences 
between Neder 
and Shvuat Bituy

• Another oath 
(or vow) can 
take effect when 
one is already in 
place

 

• Can original 
oath or vow be 
extended later 
to include other 
items

 

• Subject of 
oath or vow

Actions which 
involve choice

Actions 
involving 
mitzvot

Actions of 
choice and 
mitzvot

• Item of 
oath or vow 
substantial or 
insubstantial

Can be 
substantial or 
insubstantial

Can only be 
substantial

Statements 
made under 
force

 Ineligible  Ineligible

Unintentional 
statements

 

Exaggerations  ineligibility
 
ineligibility

Oaths of 
encouragement 

x x

Release of vows 
and oaths

 can be 
released

 

When a portion 
nullified, the 
entire vow 
becomes 
nullified 
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Words 
interpreted 
according to 
intent and local 
use of language 

 

Nullification 
by father or 
husband

 


